- Government of India -
Ministry of Environment and Forests
; o (PG Pivision)
HE Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Complex; Lodhi Road,
e New Delhi -110003.
Dated: 17% December, 2003
To, : . '
The Principsl Secretary {Forests),
Government of Odisha,
PBhubapeswar. =~

Sub: Diversion of 75,828 hectaros of farest Jand for construction of railway line by South
Tastern Railways from Food Corporation of India (FCT) shunting neck of Jhassuguda
to Sardega (Gopalpur) in Sundargarh and Jharsuguda Forest Divisions (Jharsuguda
to Clichhinda in Jharsuguda district involving 6.93 ha. of forest land) and Kanaktora
to Sardega (Gupalpur) in Sundargarh District involving 68.898 hectases of fores!
land) for transportation of coal through railway infrastructure.

Sir,
 am dicected £6 seler fo the Government of Odisha’s letter No 10F (Cons) 58/ 2013 -

17106/ F & E dated 197 August 2013 on the above mentioned subject, seeking prior approval

of the Central Goverament under section 2 of the Torest (Conservation) Act, 1960, and tosay

‘that the said proposal has been-examined by the Forest Advisory Committee constituted by

the Central Government under section-3 of the aforesaid Act.

2. After carofiil consideration of the proposal of the State Govemment of Odisha and on

the basis of the recommendations of the Forest Advisory Commitice, the Centsal

Govemment hercby agtees 10 ficcord stage] approval for the diversion of 75,628 heclara of

forest land for constniction of reilway line by South Fastern Railways from Tood

Corporation of India’ (ICI) shunting neck of. Jharsuguda to Sardega (Gopalpur) in

Sundargarh and Tharsugida Forest Divisions (Jharsuguda to Chichhinda in Jharsuguda

districe involving 693 ha. of forest land) ‘and Kanakiora to Sardega (Gopafpur) in

Sundargarh Dmt:',sct:énvnivmg 68898 hectares of forest land) for transportation of coal

hrongh railway infrastructare, subject to the fulfiliment of the following conditions:

@ Legal status of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged:

fif) . Compensatory afforestation over the degraded foresl land twice in extent 10 e
forest land being diveried (ie. 2 x 75828 = 151.656 hectares) shall be raised and
maintained by the State Forest Department at the cost of fhe user agency;

(i) User agency shall fransfer the cost of raising and maintaining the compensatory
afforostation, at the currenl wage rate, 1o the State Forest Department. The scheme
may include appropriate provision for anticipated cost increase for works seheduled
for subsequent years: '
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{iv)

v
(vi)
{vii)
{wiif)

(ix)
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(i)
(xii)

[xiif)

(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)

{xwil)

State Covernment shall charge the Net Present Value (NI'V) of the forest land being
diverted under this proposal from the User Agency &s per the orders of the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of-India datod 28.03.2008, 24.04.2008 and 09.05.2008 in Writ Petition
(Civil) No, 202/1995 and the guidclines issued by this Ministry vide its letier No. 5-
3/2007-FC dated 05.02.2009 in this rogard; | ;

Al the time of payment of the Net Present Value (NI'V) al the then prevailing rate,
the User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to pay the additional amount of NPV.
if s determined, as per the final decision of the ITon'ble Supreme Court of India;
‘I'he funds realised from the user agency hall be transferred to the ad-hoc CAMPA
in the concerned saving bank account in the Union Bank of India, Sunder Nagar
Branch, New Dethi; ' |

User agency shall obtain the Bavironment Clearance as per the provisions of the
Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, if required;

Layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed without the prior approval of the
Central Government. ;

No labour camp shall be establishid on the forest land;

State government shall raise penal compensatory alforestation from the funds to be
realized from the user agency, over degraded forest land equal in extent lo the arva of
non-forest land utilised for execution of a part of the projuct pending reccipt of prior
approval of Central Government under the FC Act for diversion of forest land
User agency shall prepare a site specific wildlife conservation plan to mitigale impact
of project on flora and fauna and provide funds for its implementation;

User agency shall provide funds for creation of strip planiation along both sides of the
railway line.

User agency in consultation with the State Forest Department shall create and

maintain allernate habitat/ home for the avifauna, whose nesting trees are Lo be

cleased in this project. Bird nests artificially made out of eco-friendly miaterials shall

be used in the area, including forest area and human seftlements, adjoining Lhe forest

area being diverted for the project

‘The forest fand shall not be used for any purpose other than that specificd in (he

proposal and under no circumstances be transferred to any other agency, department

or person without obtaining prior approval of Central Government;

[ser agency shall provide allernate fuels to the labourers and the staff working at the
site 5o as to avoid any damage and pressure on the nearby forest arcas;

Boundary of the diverted forest land, shall be demarcated on ground at the projuct .
cost, by erecting four feel high reinforced cement concrete pillars, each inscribed © -
with its serial number, forward and back bearing and distance from pillar to pillar;

Fefling of trees on the forest-land being diveried shall be reduced to the baré
minimum and the trees should be felled under strict supervision of the State Foresl
Department; :
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{(xviii) State Government shall complete settlement of rights, in terms of the Scheduled
Iribes and Other Traditionsl Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Righls) Act,
2006, if any, vn the forest land to be diverted and submit the documentary cvidence
as prescribed by this Ministry in its letter No. 11-9/1998-FC (pt) dated 03.06.2009,
read with letter No. 11-9/1998-T'C- (pt.) dated 5.2.2013, in support thereof;

(xix) Any other condition that the Regional Ofﬁm (Fastern Zone), Bhubaneshwar may
stipulale, from time to time, h'thE h:ltcmﬂ uf mm&mhm protection and
development of forests & wildlifc; . ;

(xx) The user agency shall submit the amu:a! : mphm to conditions
stipulated in uwﬁiprmral to the to lhefﬁh e Gow!mnmm and the concerned
Regional Office of this Ministry; and -

(xd) User agency and the State Guuemmm- shall ensure mmpllanm to provisions of (he
all Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidclines, for the time being in force, as applicable
to the projecL

3. After reccipt of the report on com;ﬂtanm to the conditions stlpula#ed in the paragraph-2

above, from the State Government of Cdisha, ﬂnai{ stage-1l approval for diversion of the

said forest under Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 will be issued by this

Ministry, Transfer of to the said forest land to the user agency shall not be affected by (he

State Government of Odisha till final/stage-1l approval for its diversion is issued by this

Ministry.

Yours faithfully,

s

{IL C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of Torests
Copy to:
1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Odisha, Bhubaneswar.
2. The Nodal Officer, Forest Demrhnent.{..mummﬂﬁnfﬁdmha,ﬂhubumwar :
3. 'The Addl Principal G‘llef Cmval:nr of Forcsts {Ci!nlnﬂj Regional Office (Eastern
7one), Bhubaneswar,

4. Uiser Agency. - : : i
o5~ Monitoring Cell, TC Division, MoEF, New Delhi. L
6. Guard Tile. S -n{ﬂ""‘
' (H. C. Chnudhmy}

J'miﬂant Inspector General of Foresls




